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REPORT for CIDAC Panel 

Isabel Vaughan-Spruce (IV-S) 

CIDAC hearing date:    15 November 2023 
Year of events:     2023 
Issues: Two arrests following silent prayer outside a 

Birmingham abortion centre, and separate issue 
of a fixed penalty notice.  

Were there final outcomes?   Partial. ADF is considering legal action.  
Period of outcome    2023 
Sex:       Female 
Denomination:     Catholic  
Use of data No restrictions on use of data 
Evidence supplied Videos of three events (two arrests: 6.12.22; 

06.3.23; third event 18.10.23). 
Email from I-VS dated 17.11.23 containing details 
of requested dates, bail conditions, and other 
related information, plus copy of email from 
Inspector Trinder, dated 13.09.23. Email dated 
4.12.23 from IV-S in reply to RH with answers to 
questions with copy of PSPO and charges. 

Background 

IV-S serves voluntarily as a Campaign Director for 40 Days for Life an international organization 

offering women alternatives to abortion and related help. For about 20 years, she has both 

organized vigils and prayed outside abortion centres, offering help to women facing crisis 

pregnancies.  Responses from local residents have been mixed.  Some people have been 

extremely supportive, and some have been hostile, not just making regular complaints, but 

committing physical and verbal assault, and even theft, against volunteers.  

IV-S believes that throughout the police have “taken sides”.  Early on, when her group began 

its vigils, police invited her and abortion centre staff to a public meeting to discuss the way 

forward.   IV-S attended, but no one else turned up.  On frequent occasions since, volunteers 

have been subjected to physical and verbal abuse, which persisted even after a PSPO was 

introduced and they moved outside the buffer zone.   

The police consistently failed to take appropriate action to reports of criminal abuse against 

volunteers, sometimes not even bothering to turn up to investigate.  As result, feeling the 

police were biased against them, volunteers stopped reporting such incidents. IV-S 

commented, “We’re made to feel like we’re the nuisance.”   
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Responses from women to offers of help  

IV-S reports three types of responses from women attending the clinic and offered a leaflet 

and/or help.  

1. They take the leaflet and engage in conversation.  

2. They reject the leaflet and walk away.  No further conversation is pursued. 

3. A small minority of women become hostile.  Volunteers are instructed to end the 

conversation immediately, with no further action. 

PSPO 

The new Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) was introduced in September 2022, creating 

an exclusionary buffer zone around the Birmingham BPAS facility.  

First arrest 6.12.22 

Complaints 

Police attended and informed IV-S that there had been complaints about her presence outside 

the centre.  She believed these were from a few local residents ideologically opposed to the 

work of 40 Days for Life. 

Silent prayer 

The PSPO explicitly prohibited protest inside the buffer zone, but said nothing about silent 

prayer.  IV-S therefore decided to continue silent and non-confrontational prayer inside the 

buffer zone.  She believed that praying silently was a fundamental human right.  At the time 

of the arrest, she was approximately four metres from the gateway to the facility, which was 

closed. She says: “I went inside the buffer zone to silently say some prayers … I wasn’t holding 

any posters or leaflets. I wasn’t manifesting my faith or pro-life beliefs in any way. And I wasn’t 

engaging with anyone at all and had no intention of engaging with anyone.”    

Two male police officers arrived and asked, “Are you praying?” She responded: “I might be 

silently praying in my head but nothing out loud.” When the police asked her if she would 

voluntarily accompany them to the police station, she replied: “If I have got a choice, then no.” 

IV-S was then arrested. 

On arrival at the police station, IV-S was subjected to a thorough body search, which involved 

her rosary beads being taken and a religious chain around her neck being removed. She was 

then moved to a cell, where her shoes and coat were removed.  On the second occasion, when 

she was arrested, there was no search and she has since wondered if the police actions were 

actually “part of the humiliation process” designed to deter her and others from returning to 

pray at the centre. 

IV-S was detained at the police station for several hours, during which time she was shown 

photographs taken by locals of herself outside the centre, and read some of the complaints 
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that had been made. She was then locked in a cell to await the arrival of a duty solicitor, and 

subsequently questioned by a male and female officer, who asked what she had been ‘thinking 

about’, i.e. praying about.  

Release and bail conditions 

Although there was a police station about five minutes from the centre, IV-S had been driven 

to another station about 30 minutes away. When she was eventually released, it was dark and 

she was in an unfamiliar area.  As part of her bail conditions, she was not allowed inside the 

buffer zone.  Her car, however, was still parked inside the zone, meaning that to get to it she 

would have to break the bail conditions.  The police did not offer to drive her back, or 

otherwise help, and she was forced to order a taxi.  They were, IV-S said, obstructive and failed 

in their duty of care towards herself. 

The case came before Birmingham Magistrates Court on 16.02.23.  The hearing was 

described by IV-S as ‘incredibly brief’ and no evidence was offered by the prosecution.  She 

was acquitted.  

Second arrest 6.3.23 

IV-S was standing on the same spot outside the now open abortion centre. She understands 

a complaint from a local person was made to police. 

Interactions with police 

A total of six police officers arrived, some on foot, followed by more in a van.  Two male officers 

questioned her briefly, while four others stood at a distance. When asked what she was doing, 

she replied that she was “silently praying”. The male officers responded aggressively and with 

a total lack of respect. One said, “Your prayer is an offence,”.  They explained that it was 

“people’s perceptions” of what she did that mattered. She was arrested for breaching the 

PSPO and then driven away in a police van to the station, where she was placed in an unlocked 

cell for approximately an hour.  On this occasion, there was no body search or removal of 

belongings. She was questioned by a male and female police officer. Upon release, she once 

again had to make her own way back to her car. 

Bail conditions 

She was put on bail for three months. As previously, prohibitions included a ban on entering 

the buffer zone, including an area outside it that included the nearby Catholic Church where 

her volunteers gathered for vigils. Unlike the preceding bail conditions, there were no limits 

on freedom of association. The effect, she said, was to make her feel she was a criminal. 

Police apology 

In September 2023, Police informed her that no further investigation or action would be taken 

and apologised for the delay.  No apology was made for the arrest.  

 

 



4 
 

Third event – 18.10.23 

Following the lifting of bail conditions, IV-S continued to pray silently outside the clinic once a 

week. On this occasion, she had been standing outside the open clinic for about an hour, 

praying silently, when two female officers arrived with written questions, including: Was she 

part of a pro-life organisation? Was she praying for unborn children? She was told that unless 

she moved on, she would be issued a fixed penalty notice. She refused to move and was duly 

handed a fixed penalty notice.   

IV-S reports support from around the world, from people of no-faith as well as faith.  Her legal 

team at ADF is considering further actions against the police. 

 


