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Tweet

On June 29 2023 towards the end of Pride Month, KL posted what he says was a “measured” and “biblical”
tweet: “When did Pride become a thing to celebrate. Because of pride, Satan fell as an archangel. Pride is
not a virtue but a sin. Anyone who has pride should repent of their sins and turn to Jesus, for he can save
you.” KL explains that his tweet referenced pride and homosexuality as sins. His tweet “essentially flowed”
from his seeing videos and pictures of naked men on London streets at Pride events, showing sexualised,
vulgar scenes, including twerking. He said there were children as young as four watching these scenes.

After being contacted by local reporters about his tweet, he clarified what his position was in subsequent
tweets, namely that he doesn’t hate or discriminate against anyone, that it’s his right to express his Christian
beliefs, and that it’s stated clearly in Scripture what sin is. Following anger and disgruntlement at what he
had said, he issued this clarification about the Christian position on pride and homosexuality: “We are all
sinners. [ am a sinner myself. Christ came for that very reason to save us from our sins.” He explained that
homosexuality and pride are sins, amongst others. He believed that because his tweet was based on biblical
principles, he didn’t expect the subsequent fallout: “I didn’t know how far we had come as a nation.” KL says
that he still stands by the convictions he expressed.

Suspension and cancellations

KL is a Conservative Party (“the Party”) councillor on Northamptonshire Council. Later that day, he received
a call from Jason Smithers (JS), leader of the local council, and was told he needed to suspend KL for 21 days
because of complaints “pouring in” from the public in Northamptonshire about “hateful comments” in his
tweet. ]S added that his “hands are tied” and that the suspension was mandated by Conservative Campaign
Headquarters (CCHQ). When KL asked what the reasons were for the suspension, ]JS gave none, other than
saying that according to the local constitution, he can be suspended without any reason for 21 days, whilst
investigations take place.

Following this, within a few days, his roles within six other organisations were terminated. Of the total seven
organisations, three were paid, while the others were voluntary. The CEO of Groundwork
Northamptonshire ended his role as a trustee with immediate effect. The CEO from Northamptonshire



Healthcare Foundation Trust told him that he needed to immediately step down as a Partner Governor. The
headteacher of Weavers Academy called KL to say that his position was “untenable” because of his
comments, and he was asked to immediately leave the board. What “shocked” KL was being banned from
holding his joint Police and Council surgery in the local library, in which the “public come to talk to us.” The
library called the police officer involved, saying that joint surgeries can’t any longer go ahead, if KL is
involved; the ward surgery could continue, but without police participation. He was also removed from the
council’s Health Scrutiny Committee, a role he was given because of his healthcare expertise. He was also
reported to the police by another committee councillor, though the police never contacted him.

Several days later, his “worst fear came to pass”. A video call was set up by the council with KL's brother and
mother, without KL being invited, despite him having “spearheaded” the £2.4 million contract that was
under discussion between the council and his company. His brother was told that he and his mother had to
“distance themselves” from him, because of the council’s contract with the family’s healthcare business. To
prevent loss of the contract, KL felt forced to resign.

Conservative Party investigation and exoneration

Following his 21-day suspension, a six-month investigation was carried out by CCHQ. During this time, he
was suspended indefinitely from the Party and sat as an Independent. He was told that the investigation
had to be done centrally by the Party, as opposed to locally. KL's lawyers sent the Party a “comprehensive
independent expert report”.

KL was informed by someone connected to CCHQ that there was an LGBTQ director within CCHQ, who was
“leading on this” and “wanting there to be something done”, though KL clarifies this was unconfirmed. KL
believes “almost 100%” that it was LGBT lobbying pressures within the Party who pushed for his
suspension.

In the Party’s “Record of Decision of a Panel of the Disciplinary Sub-Committee”, KL says that despite his
solicitor querying it, the Party hadn’t provided any evidence for his alleged failure to sustain the Party’s
“purpose, objects and values”. In a decision dated December 2023, the Party exonerated KL, after which his
suspension was lifted. The Party made it clear that his objection to Pride was not homophobic. Had their
decision been different, KL believes it “would cause a lot of problems for them internally because they have
Christians within their ranks.” However, no apology was offered.

KL expected his Christian views to be “tolerated” by the Party and felt an “overall sense of disappointment”
because they portray themselves as a “broad church”, having all voices represented.” He suggests “they gave
into the mob,” and says that what he said “wasn’t hateful at all”. While it's “their prerogative” to “take
offence” at Scripture, “it’s not their right, not to be offended”.

Council investigation

Additionally, because of complaints to the council claiming KL was “being hateful”, he faced an investigation
by Northamptonshire Council which was completed within a few months. The council’s “sanction”, he says,
was that he was sent on a diversity and inclusion training course, which other councillors were also
required to attend. Until this point, he was told to “hide away for a little, while the wind blows over”. The
council expected him to apologise online for his tweet, which he refused to do. The council’s proposed
apology had included an acknowledgement that his tweet, “may have offended some people from the LGBT
and wider community,” and that his intention was neither to offend, nor incite hate or violence, but to

practice his religion by reciting Scripture.

In a separate, previous episode, KL had questioned the council leader via a Whatsapp group about the
Council’s Facebook page, in which the standard council image was replaced with rainbows. His complaint
garnered no response. KL objected that because Pride is political, and the council is usually apolitical except
for election periods, this wasn’t appropriate. The council had also held its first ever Pride March in 2023.

Support and opposition

Five or six supportive Councillors called KL, saying they “stand with me”. He explains, however, that this
support wasn’t shown publicly, because there was a unanimous vote to suspend him. Support came from
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his constituents, churches, some MPs and others. He also received hundreds of supportive emails from
around the world. People were “disgusted” by the Party and media’s treatment of him. He also received
emails with “vile” comments, accounting for about 20% of the total communications.

One Wellingborough councillor, Anthony Stevens, was arrested in front of his family and jailed for nine
hours, purportedly because of three particular tweets, one of which signalled public support for KL's own
tweets. KL says that the arrest was primarily because of the public support Stevens showed to him, for
which Stevens was “interrogated” by police. Stevens was suspended immediately by the Party with no
investigation, KL says.

KL saw a summary of the complaints made against him to the council, and explains that some people were
“shocked” by his “audacity” because “these things aren’t said, particularly by Councillors.” He was accused
of targeting LGBTQ people and of being hateful and bigoted. He explains: “You're either celebrating Pride
orin support of it. You don’t usually get people who are against it anymore.” One person asked how he could
be so “emboldened” to post his tweet. He says that huge media attention caused him problems. He was
called bigoted. One message was that he needed to “hide away’”. He says: “I'm elected. Why should I be
hiding away?” The Labour Party also opposed him, with calls for him to resign as a councillor.

Personal impact

Pressure was felt on his immediate family, following the media “frenzy” into his case. It was feared that the
family business would lose multiple contracts, though that never transpired. Following his resignation as a
company director, he explains that he continues to be prevented from networking for the company. “The
impact on the business has been significant in some ways”, he says. Since his tweet, there’s been “six or
more” audits done on the family business within a year, which he said felt “like a witch hunt” because it
“doesn’t happen”. No problems have been found by the auditors. KL says that while these multiple audits
“can’t be proven” to be connected to his tweets, there’s a “feeling that they are out to get us.”



